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RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT 
OF PETTY OFFICER JOHN M. 
COOPER III 

HON. TRAVIS W. CHILDERS 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. CHILDERS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Petty Officer John M. Cooper 
III, United States Navy. Petty Officer Cooper 
III is retiring from the Navy after 20 years of 
service to our nation. 

In 1990, Petty Officer Cooper III, enlisted in 
the United States Navy. In his career as Hull 
Technician, Petty Officer Cooper III was re-
sponsible for helping to keep the fleet oper-
ational and ensuring that the navy vessels are 
in good condition. 

During his time in the United States Navy, 
Petty Officer Cooper III traveled the world and 
received many medals and ribbons for his 
service. He was certified as a Quality Assur-
ance Officer, Safety Supervisor, and Gas Free 
Engineer. 

Petty Officer Cooper III has dedicated years 
of service to this nation, and for that, we thank 
him. I ask my colleagues to join me today in 
honoring Petty Officer John M. Cooper III on 
the occasion of his retirement from the United 
States Navy. 

f 

AFFORDABLE HEALTH CARE FOR 
AMERICA ACT 

HON. DONNA F. EDWARDS 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland. Mr. Speaker, I 
object to the anti-choice amendment brought 
forward by Reps. BART STUPAK and JOSEPH 
PITTS. The Stupak-Pitts amendment goes be-
yond the scope of current law and effectively 
prohibits private insurers in the health insur-
ance Exchange from offering insurance plans 
with abortion provisions. This amendment pro-
hibits the use of federal funds from covering 
any part of the costs of any health care plan 
that includes coverage of abortion coverage, 
even if federal dollars do not go towards an 
abortion procedure. This amendment truly un-
dermines the spirit of health care reform by ra-
tioning women’s care and taking away current 
benefits plans that include abortion coverage. 

This amendment strips women’s legal right 
to abortion procedures and turns back the 
clock on decades of legal precedent and legis-
lation. 

This is a procedure that some women must 
consider in the interest of their health. This is 
a choice that no one, not a Member of Con-
gress, or government official should make for 
a woman. This is a woman’s choice that must 
be preserved. A woman’s reproductive choice 
has been recognized by the Supreme Court of 
this country, and honored by the citizens and 
lawmakers of this country. 

Please oppose this amendment and protect 
women’s health. 

f 

IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF 
SISTER DONNA L. HAWK 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor and recognition of Sister Donna 
L. Hawk of Cleveland, Ohio, as she is named 
the West Side Catholic Center’s Walk in Faith 
recipient of 2009. 

Throughout her life, Sister Donna Hawk has 
turned her faith into action, uplifting the lives 
of those living on the streets. Sister Donna 
has become a nationally-known leader by cre-
ating and operating transitional housing for the 
homeless, especially for women and their chil-
dren fleeing domestic violence. While working 
for many years as a volunteer at the West 
Side Catholic Shelter, Sister Donna developed 
a special compassion for women, many of 
whom had young children, who sought refuge 
from abusive situations. 

In 1986, without funding, Sister Donna 
teamed with Sister Loretta Schulte to rally 
community leaders and developers in order to 
transform a motel on Cleveland’s west side 
into Transitional Housing, Inc.—a place of 
shelter and source of counseling and re-
sources for women and children in need. For 
more than twenty years, Transitional Housing, 
Inc. has served as a model for similar pro-
grams throughout the nation and across the 
world. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring 
and recognizing of Sister Donna L. Hawk, 
whose faith in action, unwavering belief in the 
possibility of transformation, and staunch ad-
vocacy has given strength and hope to count-
less women and children. 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. AARON SCHOCK 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. SCHOCK. Madam Speaker, in accord-
ance with the Republican adopted standards 
on earmarks, I submit the below detailed ex-
planation of the Biotechnology Research and 
Development Corporation in Peoria, Illinois. 

Bill Number: H.R. 2997—FY 2010 Agri-
culture, Rural Development, Food and Drug 
Administration, and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act. 

Provisions/Account: Agriculture Research 
Service—Salaries and Expenses. 

Name and Address of Requesting Entity: 
The entity to receive funding for this project is 
the Biotechnology Research and Development 
Corporation at 1815 North University Street, 
Peoria, Illinois 61604. 

Description of Request: This funding will be 
used to find new market opportunities for com-
modity agricultural products, improve efficiency 
of production, develop new methods of dis-
ease control for both plant and animal com-
modities, and facilitate communication be-
tween the government and academic sci-
entists and American Industry. 

f 

LISTEN TO THE DISSIDENTS 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, I would like to 
share with our colleagues an editorial from the 
November 8 Washington Post by columnist 
Jim Hoagland. Hoagland’s piece is aptly titled 
‘‘Listen to the Dissidents.’’ Hoagland points out 
the limits of ‘‘engagement’’ as pursued by the 
Obama administration—particularly engage-
ment that relegates human rights issues to the 
back-burner. 

It is tragic that, as Hoagland points out, ‘‘the 
dissident—a hero and catalyst for enormous 
change in the Soviet empire, China, the Phil-
ippines and elsewhere only two decades 
ago—has become a largely neglected and ab-
sent figure in this administration’s diplomacy.’’ 

I join the growing chorus of voices in urging 
the President to listen to the dissidents. 

[From the Washington Post, Nov. 8, 2009.] 
LISTEN TO THE DISSIDENTS 

(By Jim Hoagland) 
Barack Obama’s extended hand was 

whacked across the knuckles by the leaders 
of Iran, Syria and assorted other thuggeries 
last week. But the Obama administration did 
manage a good demonstration in Burma of 
how its brand of engagement can and should 
work. 

Kurt Campbell, the State Department’s top 
Asia official, traveled to the isolated mili-
tary dictatorship to talk with its corrupt 
junta. But Campbell also insisted on having 
a highly visible meeting with the leader of 
the country’s democracy movement, Aung 
San Suu Kyi, and then publicly called on her 
persecutors to grant her party more free-
doms. 

This is the balance that has been missing 
in Obama’s outreach to other authoritarian 
states. Demonstrators on the streets of 
Tehran underlined the president’s missing 
link Wednesday by chanting: ‘‘Obama, 
Obama—either you’re with them or you’re 
with us,’’ as Iranian police beat them, ac-
cording to news accounts. Obama and his ad-
visers need to take the dissidents’ message 
to heart. 

The dissident—a hero and catalyst for 
enormous change in the Soviet empire, 
China, the Philippines and elsewhere only 
two decades ago—has become a largely ne-
glected and absent figure in this administra-
tion’s diplomacy. Media coverage of political 
protest globally also seems to have waned 
since the end of the Cold War. 

True, Obama and Secretary of State Hil-
lary Clinton have made symbolic gestures 
toward the politically oppressed on their 
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travels and in pro forma statements. But, as 
the president’s coming visit to China will 
again show, dissident political movements 
have not been incorporated into his strategy 
for changing the world. The president be-
lieves so strongly in his powers of persuasion 
that the transformative work once done by 
Lech Walesa, Alexander Solzhenitsyn, 
Corazon Aquino, Wei Jingsheng and others 
now falls largely on his shoulders. Camp-
bell’s meeting with Suu Kyi provided a use-
ful corrective, for one country at least, to 
this tendency. 

George W. Bush proved that it is possible 
to overdo support for dissident movements 
and the vilification of their tormentors, just 
as his father demonstrated that it can be un-
derdone (see Bush 41’s effort to keep the So-
viet Union and Yugoslavia from disinte-
grating). The Bush 43 administration, in 
fact, bears some of the responsibility for the 
eclipse of the dissident in the public mind. 
The focus of many journalists’ and political 
activists has recently been on U.S. human 
rights abuses rather than those of much 
more brutal foreign regimes. 

So Obama’s decision to reach out and en-
courage hostile regimes to relax their grip 
internally made initial tactical sense, espe-
cially in Iran. The administration deserves 
some credit for the current political fluidity 
there. Removing the United States as a 
heavy-handed, threatening enemy helped ex-
pose President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s 
manifest failures of governance and helped 
meaningful dissent to surface and spread. 

But the extended-hand tactic may have 
run its course there. Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, the country’s highest authority, 
used inflammatory language to denounce 
Obama and the U.S.-originated proposal on 
uranium reprocessing given to Iran on Oct. 1 
in Geneva. Even though U.S. officials 
claimed at the time that Iran had ‘‘accept-
ed’’ the proposal—which effectively drops the 
long-standing U.S. demand for Iran to sus-
pend its enrichment of uranium as a condi-
tion for negotiations—Khamenei said that 
its terms were unacceptable. 

Meanwhile, protesters were voicing con-
cern that Obama’s single-minded pursuit of a 
nuclear deal is conveying legitimacy to 
Khamenei and Ahmadinejad—at the dis-
sidents’ expense. They did not seem to have 
been impressed by the general words of sup-
port contained in a message issued by Obama 
to mark not this political uprising but the 
30th anniversary of the seizure of the U.S. 
Embassy in Tehran, an event celebrated in 
Iran but not here. 

Syria also served notice that its priorities 
have not been influenced by Team Obama’s 
repeated blandishments for better relations. 
Israel intercepted a major clandestine Ira-
nian arms shipment destined for Syria and 
the Hezbollah guerrillas it supports in Leb-
anon. And As-Safir, a Syrian-controlled 
newspaper in Beirut, launched a vitriolic, 
sexist attack on Michele Sison, the able U.S. 
ambassador to Lebanon, that concluded by 
calling on its readers to ‘‘silence this chat-
terbox’’—an ominous statement in a country 
where U.S. and European diplomats have 
been murdered. 

Friendly, principled engagement is a useful 
tool—up to a point. It is probably worth ex-
ploring in Burma with new steps. But there 
also has to be a workable Plan B—something 
Obama will now have to demonstrate that he 
has developed for Iran and Syria. 

HONORING FERNANDO C. 
MACHADO 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
pay special tribute to a man whose life and 
pursuits exemplify the spirit of fortitude, entre-
preneurship, virtues of family and citizenship 
demonstrated by so many of those who strive 
to provide food and fiber to the citizens of this 
great nation. Many things have contributed to 
California’s bountiful agriculture industry and 
economic well-being, but one significant un-
derlying factor in California’s agricultural suc-
cess has been the presence of agricultural 
leaders such as Fernando C. Machado. A vet-
eran farmer and former dairyman, Mr. Fred 
Machado is being honored on November 18, 
2009 in Fresno, California as the 2009 Agri-
culturist of the Year by the Greater Fresno 
Area Chamber of Commerce. 

Fred Machado, born an American citizen on 
the Azores Island of Portugal in 1932, moved 
back to the United States with his family in 
1949. After a four-year tour in the United 
States Navy during the Korean War, Mr. 
Machado returned to California in 1955 where 
he began to farm twenty-six acres of rented 
land near Easton. To make ends meet, he 
also worked on dairies, at cotton gins and at 
various other odd jobs. Today, Fred continues 
to farm, but on his own 800 acres of almonds, 
grapes, orchards and feed crops. 

Fred and his family have always been in-
volved in the San Joaquin Valley agricultural 
industry in a variety of capacities over the 
years. He was quoted recently as saying, ‘‘I 
will always be in farming as long as I can, I 
cannot get away from the dirt.’’ Machado con-
tinued, ‘‘It’s been great for us. We’ve made a 
good living, we’ve raised our family there . . . 
We’re just real happy to be involved in agri-
culture.’’ 

A past president of the Fresno County Farm 
Bureau, Mr. Machado has also served on the 
board of directors of the National Milk Pro-
ducers Federation, Challenge Dairy and Dan-
ish Creamery and several other agriculture 
committees in the Valley. He has extensive 
community service in organizations such as 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post #84, Knights of 
Columbus #153 of Easton, Fraternal Order of 
Eagles Fresno Aerie #39, and the Portuguese 
Fraternal Organizations—I.D.E.S.S., S.E.S, 
and U.P.E.C. 

Fred Machado has also been the recipient 
of a number of other awards, among which 
are Fresno County Farm Bureau’s Distin-
guished Service Award, the California Farm 
Bureau’s Distinguished Service Award, and 
California State University Fresno, Ag One 
Community Salute Award. The award Mr. 
Machado is receiving this November 18th is 
indeed a high honor in Fresno County. Fred is 
truly deserving of this award. It is especially 
fitting to congratulate and salute Mr. Fred 
Machado for his outstanding service to agri-
culture, the people of California and our na-
tion. 

LEONID NEVZLIN 

HON. ROBERT WEXLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. WEXLER. Madam Speaker, I would like 
to bring to my colleagues’ attention the 
achievements of Leonid Nevzlin, a person who 
deserves recognition as a champion of the hu-
manities in Russia, a civic leader in his adopt-
ed homeland Israel, and a philanthropist 
across three continents. I am proud to pay 
tribute to this extraordinary man, who has 
dedicated his life and his resources to sup-
porting important social efforts and has pro-
vided leadership to the Jewish Diaspora 
around the world. His generous support for 
numerous organizations has made him an ex-
ample to his countrymen for taking a social 
stand and making giving and sharing a way of 
life. 

Mr. Nevzlin has been instrumental in intro-
ducing democratic reforms and social respon-
sibility to the former Soviet Union. He was di-
rectly involved in a number of projects to sup-
port Russian President Boris Yeltsin in an ef-
fort to boost civil society and democratic free-
doms during the Russian Federation’s transi-
tion from communism. In June 2003, after 
helping to establish several foundations arid 
pro-democracy organizations, Mr. Nevzlin was 
elected President of the Russian National Hu-
manities University. This university, which was 
created to foster the country’s new liberal- 
minded elite, has received an unprecedented 
$10 million in financial support. In the autumn 
of 2003, Mr. Nevzlin was forced to leave Rus-
sia, at which time he become a citizen of 
Israel and began to expand his efforts on be-
half of the Jewish people. 

Mr. Nevzlin’s private manner belies the fact 
that he is one of the most important inter-
national Jewish leaders today. His continuous 
efforts to give a contemporary meaning to the 
concept of ‘‘Jewish peoplehood’’—primarily 
through his deep involvement in the Museum 
of Jewish Diaspora in Tel Aviv—has re-ener-
gized Jewish communities and organizations 
around the world. Mr. Nevzlin is also one of 
the largest and earliest supporters of the Tom 
Lantos Foundation for Human Rights, estab-
lished to honor our distinguished colleague’s 
memory and to carry on his work for human 
rights around the world. In recognition of his 
activism and leadership, Mr. Nevzlin was re-
cently named this year’s chairperson of the 
General Assembly of the United Jewish Com-
munities, the largest gathering of the Jewish 
community, which will take place in Wash-
ington, DC in the fall. 

It is for all these reasons, Madam Speaker, 
that I believe it is fitting that we recognize Leo-
nid Nevzlin’s commitment to advancing the 
cause of civil society and human rights and 
his leadership and generous support of organi-
zations dedicated to serving the needs of oth-
ers. 
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RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-

MENTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF 
MS. ANTHONETTE PEÑA 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to honor an outstanding educator 
and devoted mentor, Ms. Anthonette Peña. 
Anthonette teaches eighth grade science at 
Howell L. Watkins Middle School in Palm 
Beach Gardens, FL and is indeed among Flor-
ida’s best and brightest. A standout among 
her colleagues with a passion for teaching and 
shaping educational policy, Anthonette has 
earned an esteemed Albert Einstein Distin-
guished Educator Fellowship for a second 
year in a row. 

I.welcome Anthonette to Washington and 
am certain that her time at the office of the Di-
vision of Research on Learning in Formal and 
Informal Settings at the National Science 
Foundation (NSF) will be an enriching learning 
experience for all involved. Anthonette hopes 
to use this fellowship year to raise awareness 
about the importance of community organiza-
tions and government in motivating students to 
excel in science and mathematics. I laud her 
commitment to creating more scholarships for 
students of under-served populations so they, 
too, may benefit from science, technology, en-
gineering, and mathematics (STEM) opportuni-
ties. 

I. her home state of Florida, Anthonette is 
very active in her local community. In addition 
to securing several grants for science related 
programs, she also dedicates her time as a 
mentor for beginning teachers. Anthonette be-
lieves that employing cross-curricular lessons 
is key to developing well-rounded, critical 
thinkers. When she organized her school’s 
first Girl Scout troop, she not only incorporated 
STEM activities, but brought learning opportu-
nities from inside the classroom into the com-
munity. 

Anthonette has worked hard to earn this dis-
tinction, and exemplifies the possibilities that a 
good education offers. She earned her B.A. in 
Liberal Studies at California Polytechnic State 
University, San Luis Obispo and her M.S. in 
Education at Nova Southeastern University. 
Recognizing the importance of a well-balanced 
education in today’s ever-shrinking world, 
Anthonette also studied abroad at The Univer-
sity of Valladolid in Spain, while also partici-
pating in the Japan Fulbright Memorial Fund 
Teacher program and the Toyota International 
Teacher Program in Costa Rica. 

Madam Speaker, I truly appreciate the work 
that Anthonette Peña and Florida’s teachers 
do every single day in preparing our nation’s 
leaders of tomorrow. She has long dem-
onstrated excellence and dedication to teach-
ing worthy of the Albert Einstein Distinguished 
Educator Fellowship, and I congratulate her 
double on this achievement. 

IN HONOR OF JOHN TIMOTHY 
‘‘JACK’’ MULHALL, SR. 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of John Timothy ‘‘Jack’’ 
Mulhall, Sr., for his lifelong dedication to the 
service of others, and especially for his com-
mitment to helping tens of thousands of peo-
ple build lives based on a platform of hope, 
strength and sobriety. 

Mr. Mulhall grew up in Cleveland and grad-
uated from Holy Name High School. He joined 
the Army, and in July, 1944 at a USO dance 
in Natchez, Mississippi, he met the love of his 
life, Estelle Jones. They married three months 
later on October 28th, 1944 at St. Mary Basil-
ica Church in Natchez. He was later deployed 
overseas, surviving battles in both Germany 
and France, and suffering severe frostbite 
while there. Before his honorable discharge in 
1946, he achieved the rank of Master Ser-
geant and was awarded several commenda-
tions, including the Presidential Citation, the 
Good Conduct Medal, and the Overseas Serv-
ice Medal. He returned to Cleveland and 
began building a new life with his wife. He 
played semi-professional baseball during his 
twenties, worked at Republic Steel and Stand-
ard Oil, then General Tire and Rubber. To-
gether, he and Estelle raised eleven children. 
Married for nearly 65 years, the joy of their 
lives are their eleven grown children, 31 
grandchildren and 16 great-grandchildren. 

Mr. Mulhall discovered what would become 
his life’s work in 1972, when he began reach-
ing out to help individuals, young and old, 
break free from the pain of alcohol and chem-
ical addiction. For nearly forty years, he has 
remained steadfast in his focus. From 1972 to 
1991, Mr. Mulhall served as the director of 
Stella Maris Detox Hospital. He later co-found-
ed the Freedom House, Inc., a sober living fa-
cility—established to fill the critical need to 
provide a sober environment and treatment for 
any individual, regardless of their ability to 
pay. He left Freedom House in 1998 to co-es-
tablish the Ed Keating Center, Inc., an organi-
zation with the same mission and the dedica-
tion to providing service as Freedom House. 
The Ed Keating Center relied entirely on pri-
vate donations from individuals and corpora-
tions, receiving no public assistance. The Cen-
ter continues to serve the Cleveland commu-
nity restoring lives, re-connecting families, and 
giving people, especially those without health 
insurance or those unable to afford treatment, 
the tools to live sober, healthy, happy and pro-
ductive lives. Over the years, Mr. Mulhall posi-
tively impacted the lives of more than 60,000 
women and men. 

Madam Speaker and Colleagues, please 
join me in honor of John Timothy ‘‘Jack’’ 
Mulhall Sr., for his efforts, vision and work cre-
ating havens of strength, comfort, hope and 
healing. Because of Mr. Mulhall’s compassion 
and unwavering focus, institutions like the Ed 
Keating Center exist as a lifeline, providing 
vulnerable citizens the treatment they need to 
end the devastating cycle of addiction. These 
people become free to live happy, productive, 
drug and alcohol free lives, which in turn up-
lifts and strengthens our entire community. 

A TRIBUTE TO DEACON WILLIE 
JAMES 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of Deacon Willie James, an ex-
traordinary community organizer who will be 
missed by Brooklyn. 

Deacon Willie James a native New Yorker, 
was born in Harlem Hospital on April 28th, 
1936. When he was 18 years old he entered 
the Air Force and served 4 years doing a stint 
in Maine and Morocco. Of his many accom-
plishments, he was a very proud member of 
the 80th Supply Squadron and received the 
Good Conduct Medal for his demonstration of 
honor, efficiency and fidelity. 

Willie had a true love of music and was an 
accomplished Baritone. While in the service, 
he and a few other airmen formed a doo-wop 
vocal group that covered songs by the Platters 
as well as other groups. Willie would often say 
that the group was so good that the people in 
Morocco actually thought they were the real 
Platters! 

Later in life he would return to Harlem find-
ing work as a shipping clerk. What Willie con-
sidered the highest point in his life, was when 
he met and married his late wife of 41 years, 
Rosabelle Moyd. It would prove to be a 
blessed union of love. Shortly after marriage, 
he joined the New York City Police Depart-
ment and then in 1967 began his career with 
the Transport Workers Union (TWU) Local 100 
under the Manhattan and Bronx Surface Tran-
sit Operating Authority (MABSTOA). He start-
ed with a metal-plating company where he 
was assigned to a unit with workers who were 
perceived by some to be derelict workers 
beset by alcohol and laziness. 

Never one to look down upon anyone, but 
seeing the opportunity to help others; he dis-
covered his masterful skill of organizing work-
ers. He told workers if they worked with him 
he would make a case to management to get 
them higher wages. After a series of meetings 
and negotiations with the bosses, he won 
raises for the workers and developed a pro-
motional ladder for himself. 

He rose through the ranks of TWU Local 
100 and held a series of positions; MABSTOA 
DIVISION II Bus Operator, Division II Record-
ing Secretary, Vice Chairman, Chairman at 
Amsterdam Garage, Executive Board as Di-
rector of Education and Training and Financial 
Secretary Treasurer. As he continued climbing 
the ladder of TWU he recalled how he con-
tinuously endured blatant racism; but in Feb-
ruary 1996 he defied the odds to become the 
first black President of TWU Local 100. He 
was quoted as saying ‘‘The members don’t 
care what color I am as long as I protect their 
jobs’’. 

In addition to his roles with TWU Local 100 
he was Vice President of New York AFL–CIO, 
Vice President of the New York City Central 
Labor Council and Vice President of inter-
national TWU. He also held the title of Chair-
man for one of the oldest and largest Credit 
Unions in the State of New York, the Munic-
ipal Credit Union. Willie would further his ac-
complishments by attaining the post of Execu-
tive Board Member of the New York Branch of 
the NAACP. 
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I could continue to list all of Deacon Willie 

James’ accomplishments, because they go on 
and on. I will just say that the world will truly 
miss this deeply involved civic community or-
ganizer. I am happy that I had the opportunity 
to work with him on many special projects and 
to live during his lifetime. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing Deacon Willie James. 

f 

REVITALIZING THOMSON, ILLINOIS 

HON. DONALD A. MANZULLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. MANZULLO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in strong opposition to the Administra-
tion’s plan to link economic development in 
the district that I have the honor to represent 
to the transfer of dangerous terrorists from 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

The hardworking people of northern Illinois 
have waited too long for the promise of eco-
nomic stimulus and are looking for good pay-
ing employment opportunities. It is absolutely 
unnecessary to condition job creation with the 
wholesale importation of over 200 battle-hard-
ened terrorists that could dampen long-term 
economic growth in that region. 

Today, I am introducing legislation to au-
thorize the federal government to purchase 
the maximum security correctional facility lo-
cated in Thomson, Illinois for the purpose of 
alleviating an already overcrowded federal 
penal system while prohibiting the transfer of 
terrorist detainees from Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba. If passed, my legislation would bring 
good jobs to northern Illinois while keeping our 
communities safe. Thomson and the sur-
rounding rural areas of Carroll County suffer 
from chronic high unemployment and popu-
lation loss. Currently, Carroll County has an 
unemployment rate of 10.5 percent. Thomson 
has an unemployment rate of 11.8 percent 
and has unfortunately experienced a negative 
population growth rate of 4.5 percent since 
2000. Fulfilling the promise of the Thomas 
Correctional Center will bring eagerly antici-
pated economic activity to the region. 

For years, I have been encouraging the 
State of Illinois to utilize this prison after so 
much was invested to build the facility. Unfor-
tunately, my requests went unheeded. Now, 
we have a unique opportunity to help both the 
federal government with its need to reduce 
prison overcapacity and the local community 
with its need for economic development. 

The Federal Bureau of Prisons estimates 
that purchasing the facility near Thomson will 
cost approximately $120 million. My legislation 
provides sufficient flexibility in funding to pur-
chase and transfer federal prisoners to this fa-
cility. However, the legislation specifically pro-
hibits the federal government from housing 
any terrorist detainees currently at Guanta-
namo Bay, Cuba, at this site or any other fed-
eral, state, or local facility in Illinois. 

Madam Speaker, the good people of Thom-
son and the rest of Illinois’ 16th Congressional 
District have waited too long for this govern-
ment to fulfill its promise to ‘‘save or create’’ 
jobs. Given the overcrowding in America’s 
prison system, let’s use the Thomson correc-
tional facility to house non-terrorist prisoners 
and create the jobs so vital for our families. 

Now is the time to stop linking job creation to 
the transfer of terrorist detainees and work to-
wards a sensible compromise on this issue. I 
urge my colleagues to support this bill. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MAJOR NANCY J. 
JOHNSON—SCOTTSDALE HEALTH-
CARE’S ‘‘SALUTE TO MILITARY’’ 
HONOREE 

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize an outstanding member of 
the Armed Forces from my home state of Ari-
zona. Each month, Scottsdale Healthcare hon-
ors military personnel who perform exception-
ally in the medical field in defense of our 
country. Scottsdale Healthcare has recognized 
Major Nancy J. Johnson for the month of No-
vember. 

I commend Scottsdale Healthcare for paying 
tribute to Major Johnson for her life-saving ex-
pertise and honorable service to our country. 

Major Johnson distinguished herself through 
her outstanding performance as a Chief Nurse 
in Qatar. She led her team and provided supe-
rior medical support to more than 8,000 de-
ployed military members. Her clinical expertise 
and management skills guaranteed expedi-
tious transport of critically wounded soldiers to 
higher levels of care that saved lives, limbs 
and eyesight. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in recog-
nizing this courageous Air Force Nurse Corps 
leader for serving our country and protecting 
the lives of her fellow service men and women 
in combat. 

f 

JOHN L. RAY 

HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor John L. Ray, in celebration of the 100 
years since the Charleston Public Library 
opened in 1909. 

John V. Ray Sr., a library patron, held the 
position as president of the library board for 
more than 30 years, where he helped write 
the Kanawha County Public Library Act that 
would see its way through the West Virginia 
Legislature. This guaranteed that libraries 
would be granted a share of the property 
taxes which came to the Kanawha County 
Board of Education, the Kanawha County 
Commission and the city of Charleston. It was 
a key piece of legislation that kept a stream of 
funding for libraries. 

His son, John L. Ray followed in family tra-
dition when he took over as Kanawha County 
Public Library board president in 1988. An 
avid library supporter himself, John had a vi-
sion for the county and what purpose libraries 
would serve. His plan brought new buildings to 
Cross Lanes, Sissonville, a combined public/ 
school library at Riverside High, and a de-
signed replacement for the downtown Charles-
ton library. 

An institution that serves all people, libraries 
remain a beacon for communities because of 

the more than twenty years John has spent as 
board president. He led the rapid development 
as card catalogs were replaced by electronic 
catalogs. He came up with a long-range plan 
that would bring new buildings to the county to 
ensure that libraries could continue to serve 
their public function. 

It is an honor to recognize John L. Ray. 
With his hard work and leadership, we are 
able to celebrate 100 years since the opening 
of the Charleston Public Library. It says great 
things about West Virginia to have people like 
you represent our great state. 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. AARON SCHOCK 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. SCHOCK. Madam Speaker, in accord-
ance with the Republican adopted standards 
on earmarks, I submit the below detailed ex-
planation of the Peoria Riverfront Develop-
ment, Peoria, Illinois. 

Bill Number: H.R. 3183—Energy and Water 
Development and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 2010 

Provisions/Account: U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers—Investigations 

Name and Address of Requesting Entity: 
The entity to receive funding for this project is 
the Rock Island District of the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers located at Clock Tower 
Building, P.O. Box 2004, Rock Island, IL 
61204. 

Description of Request: The funding would 
be used to enhance aquatic habitat in the Pe-
oria Lake. 

f 

CONGRATULATING ‘‘THE WAVE’’ 

HON. ANTHONY D. WEINER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. WEINER. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the extraordinary work of the journal-
ists, editors, and staff of the Wave, a neigh-
borhood newspaper in Rockaway, Queens 
that was recently named ‘‘The Best Neighbor-
hood Paper’’ in New York City by New York’s 
Village Voice. 

The Wave has been serving the many com-
munities of the Rockaway peninsula for 116 
years. Each Friday, residents read this vener-
able publication not only to stay informed 
about the peninsula, but also to make sure 
their voices are heard and not forgotten by 
City Hall, Albany, and our nation’s capital. 

The Wave’s managing editor Howard 
Schwach, and all its reporters have been in-
strumental in turning this local weekly into the 
most widely read newspaper in Rockaway. 
Through their work these journalists remind us 
all of the essential role that the neighborhood 
press play in telling the stories often missed in 
the commotion of cable television and the 
twenty-four hour news cycle. 

This outstanding newspaper has covered 
everything from shootings and burglaries to 
the mystery surrounding the abrupt shuttering 
of a long-time Catholic high school. Further-
more, it provides a crucial forum for residents 
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to express their opinions on happenings in 
their community, problems affecting their city, 
and issues of concern throughout the country. 

It is the stories that they tell which should 
remind us all of the ‘‘facts on the ground’’—the 
stories to inform and inspire our policy and 
legislative work. It can change the world by 
making seen the invisible, teaching the un-
known, and challenging the conventional wis-
dom. 

We all should commend The Wave; its pub-
lisher, Susan B. Locke; its general manager, 
Sanford M. Bernstein; its managing editor, 
Howard Schwach; its art director, Felicia 
Scarola-Edwards; its sports editor, Elio Velez; 
its staff reporter, Nicholas Briano; its contrib-
uting editor, Miriam Rosenberg; art assistants 
James Corbin, Carolina Cohen, Mike Delia, 
Judy Gardonyi, Colleen Mulvey, Janette 
Rappo, and Don Rodriguez; and columnists 
Erin Baumann, Nancy Brady, Jon Paul 
Culotta, Dorothy Dunne, Dr. Nancy Gahles, 
Marilyn Gelfand, James Glasser, Liz Guarino, 
Susan Hartenstein, Emil R. Lucev, Linda 
Marshak, Stuart Mirsky, Dr. Tim Rohrs, 
Mornam Scott, Robert Snyder, Robin Shapiro, 
and Stephen Yaegar for their incredible work 
and congratulate them all for this honor. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO ELAINE ARM-
STRONG VALL-SPINOSA COCH-
RAN DUNKLE 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Mrs. Elaine Armstrong Vall- 
Spinosa Cochran Dunkle for her inspiring 
leadership and devoted service to both her 
community and country. For the past 54 years 
she has applied her considerable skill to pro-
moting civil discourse and civic engagement 
across both state and party lines. She has 
served, and continues to serve, as a bastion 
of inspiration for those who adhere to the prin-
ciple that democracy is not an idle state, but 
a work in progress that expects our involve-
ment should it seek to endure. 

On May 14, 1915, Elaine was born into a 
society that did not permit women to vote. 
Five years later, Congress ratified the 19th 
Amendment, giving women the right to vote 
under the U.S. Constitution. Elaine can recall 
her father giving her mother instructions on 
how the voting process worked. It was a mem-
ory she carried with her when, at age 21, 
Elaine cast her first ballot for Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt in the 1936 Presidential election. 

After college, Elaine became a history 
teacher, and it was at the helm of a classroom 
that she first experienced a deep connection 
with politics. She felt a tremendous sense of 
responsibility to the children she taught, and to 
honor that, took the time to educate herself 
and them on the great issues of their day, 
such as Roosevelt’s ‘‘New Deal’’ and the Mar-
shal Plan. She left teaching, however, to raise 
her own family and it was shortly thereafter 
that Elaine was invited to a life-changing 
meeting of Virginia’s League of Women Vot-
ers. 

Rising the ranks within Virginia’s delegation, 
Elaine soon found herself guiding the League 
in an attempt to prevent Congress from dis-

mantling price controls in the midst of the 
Great Depression. Believing that price controls 
were crucial to keeping household staples af-
fordable for the average Depression-stricken 
family, she led a motorcade with League rep-
resentatives from all 48 states to the Capitol. 
Together, they succeeded in convincing Con-
gress to delay the dismantling of those con-
trols. 

Years later, Elaine was still active within the 
League of Women Voters. Now residing in 
Maryland, she played a vital role in a count-
less number of the League’s Calvert County 
endeavors. As President of the Calvert County 
unit, she oversaw a number of initiatives 
aimed to increase public awareness of political 
issues. These included the hugely popular 
‘‘Know Who’s in Charge’’ pamphlet and the 
Calvert County Voter’s Guide. One of her 
reigning achievements was her League’s in-
valuable role in building the Chesapeake Bay 
Coalition—a union of five states joined in the 
fight to preserve and protect America’s largest 
estuary. With the use of independently-funded 
studies, Elaine and her League members 
poured endless hours into persuading policy-
makers that it was the right action to take for 
our country. They succeeded. 

Madam Speaker, Thomas Jefferson once 
wrote that ‘‘we in America do not have govern-
ment by the majority—we have government by 
the majority of those who participate.’’ Elaine 
Cochran Dunkle has spent her life partici-
pating and as a consequence has left a lasting 
mark on our country. I extend my sincerest 
thanks for her tireless commitment to our na-
tion and for all the many accomplishments that 
commitment has engendered. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE UNIVER-
SITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA’S 
WOMEN’S SOCCER TEAM 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolnia. Madam 
Speaker, I would like to congratulate the Uni-
versity of South Carolina’s Women’s Soccer 
team for winning their first Southeastern Con-
ference tournament title. The Gamecocks had 
only three regular season losses and beat 
Georgia, Florida and LSU to clench their first 
SEC title. 

On Sunday, the Gamecocks not only re-
corded their second shutout in the first two 
rounds of the NCAA tournament, but USC 
Coach Shelly Smith also claimed her 100th 
win at USC. Now the team will advance to the 
round of 16 for the first time in program 
history. 

With leaders like defender Blakely Mattern, 
forwards Kayla Grimsley and Brooke Jacobs, 
co-captain Kim Miller, and goalkeeper Mollie 
Patton, I’m confident the USC women’s soccer 
team will make us all proud. 

Congratulations to the student athletes and 
their families—we wish them luck as they 
make their run for a national title. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, and we 
will never forget September 11th in the Global 
War on Terrorism. 

HONORING GEORGE ELLMAN 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor George Ellman of Sonoma, 
California, who died on September 27, 2009, 
after a lifetime of community activism, leader-
ship, and dedication to protecting the environ-
ment which included promoting public transit 
in Marin and Sonoma Counties. 

Born in Chicago in 1923, Mr. Ellman re-
ceived a degree in biochemistry at the Univer-
sity of Illinois and completed a master’s de-
gree at the University of Washington where he 
met his future wife, Phyllis. The Ellmans 
moved to Pasadena where George earned a 
Ph.D. at Cal Tech. In 1957, as a young sci-
entist at Dow Chemical Co. in Michigan, he 
developed the Ellman Reagent, which became 
the standard clinical lab procedure for meas-
uring enzymes and proteins. Moving to 
Tiburon in 1958, George was the chief re-
search biochemist at the Langley Porter 
Neuropsychiatric Institute and professor in the 
Department of Biochemistry at UC Medical 
Center. 

With a passion for public service, George 
served on the Tiburon Parks and Recreation 
Committee and was elected to the Tiburon 
City Council, serving as Mayor, and rep-
resenting the city of Tiburon on the Bay Con-
servation and Development Commission and 
the influential Bay Area-wide Metropolitan 
Transportation Commission, where he devel-
oped a lifelong interest in transportation 
issues. While living in Tiburon, George and 
Phyllis were active in the effort to keep Rich-
ardson Bay from being filled and developed. 
They helped preserve and protect Blackie’s 
Pasture and Lyford House, which kept them 
from becoming part of a proposed 4-lane ex-
pansion of Tiburon Boulevard. 

After moving to Sonoma County in 1980, 
George devoted himself to helping the envi-
ronment. He served for 28 years on the board 
of ‘‘People for Open Space’’ which became 
Greenbelt Alliance, and used this experience 
to help forge the Sonoma County Agricultural 
Preservation and Open Space District in 1990. 
George also served as a board member of the 
National Audubon Society and went on to help 
establish the Sonoma Ecology Center. 

Mild mannered and good humored, George 
was a respected activist with an unremitting 
persistence to do the right thing. With a pas-
sion for public transit, George worked tire-
lessly to bring back passenger rail service link-
ing Sonoma and Marin Counties. The biggest 
booster for the Sonoma Marin Area Rail Tran-
sit, SMART, George lived to see voters pass 
the quarter-cent SMART sales tax measure 
last November, which will help fund the 70- 
mile rail service through the two counties. 
Scheduled to roll down the tracks in 2014, the 
SMART board has agreed to honor his re-
quest that his ashes ride on the first SMART 
train out of the station. 

Dr. Ellman was also a classically-trained pi-
anist and co-founded the Sonoma Classical 
Music Society. Dedicated to the environment, 
environmental education and bringing music to 
the community, to sustain this, the Ellmans es-
tablished the Ellman Fund at the Community 
Foundation of Sonoma County. 
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George was a devoted husband and father. 

His wife of 60 years, Phyllis, died last June. 
He is survived by his daughter, Judy Ellman of 
San Francisco; brother, Charles of George-
town, Kentucky, and many nieces and neph-
ews. 

Madam Speaker, George Ellman will be 
missed by so many who shared in his work 
and dreams. He believed that creating a better 
world was both necessary and possible. It is 
fitting to recognize his dedicated efforts to pre-
serve open space in Marin and Sonoma 
Counties as well as his tireless leadership to 
help reduce carbon emissions, promote smart 
growth, and bring back commuter rail service. 
I join the many people who will miss George 
Ellman’s inspiration, friendship and bright 
spirit. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE MESA 
FIRE DEPARTMENT VOLUNTEER 
CORPS ON RECEIVING THE FIRE 
CORPS AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the Mesa Fire Depart-
ment Volunteer Corps for winning the 2009 
Award of Excellence. Sponsored by the Inter-
national Fire Service Training Association, this 
award recognizes the department’s out-
standing performance in delivering fire and 
emergency services. 

The Mesa Fire Department created the Vol-
unteer Corps in 1998 in order to better con-
nect residents to vital community services 
after recognizing a gap in their own service. 
After emergency personnel responded to an 
initial 9-1-1 call and left the scene, residents 
were often unaware of further resources avail-
able to them. What began as a small cadre of 
10 committed volunteers has since grown into 
a far-reaching program of 130 volunteers re-
sponding to over 3,800 calls every year. 

The Volunteer Corps is made up of several 
programs which provide services such as 
emergency scene transport, grief support, and 
home safety inspections. In 2008, the Corps 
provided 29,000 hours of service and saved 
the community $585,599. 

Particularly during these tough economic 
times, it is heartening to see so many mem-
bers of our community devoting their time and 
energy toward serving one another. I think 
these volunteers should be proud of what they 
have accomplished, and know that we are all 
grateful for their service. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JIM GERLACH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. GERLACH. Madam Speaker, unfortu-
nately, on Monday, November 16, 2009, I 
missed three recorded votes on the House 
floor. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall 889, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall 890, 
and ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall 891. 

HONORING ED EAMES 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. WITTMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to Mr. Ed Eames. 

Ed Eames was a resident of Fresno, Cali-
fornia and was a committed advocate for indi-
viduals with disabilities. At the age of 42, Mr. 
Eames lost his sight and this life-altering cir-
cumstance motivated him to strive for the im-
provement of services for the disabled. 

Ed was a devoted husband to his beloved 
wife, Toni, who is also blind. They met when 
he was writing a book on guide dog schools 
and asked her to be a co-author. Ed and Toni 
co-authored two books, numerous magazine 
columns and articles, and even scripted the 
award-winning video, ‘‘Partners in Independ-
ence’’. The couple also co-taught a class on 
the sociology of disabilities at California State 
University, Fresno. Furthermore, along with 
their guide dogs, Latrell and Keebler, Ed and 
Toni traveled the world to further their joint 
commitment to assistance dog programs for 
the disabled. 

Mr. Eames was active in his community and 
was a fervent supporter of the addition of side-
walks for wheelchair ease and accessibility in 
the Fresno area. Mr. Ed Eames was the 
founder and President of the International As-
sociation of Assistance Dog Partners. He 
served on the Americans With Disabilities Act 
Advisory Committee for Fresno Area Express 
and was also a member and former president 
of the North Fresno Lions Club. 

On October 25, 2009 at the age of 79, Ed 
Eames passed away. He will be greatly 
missed by all who knew him and the work that 
he did for the disabled will never be forgotten. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF MORRIS BENJAMIN ZEIDMAN 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. OLSON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of a great American—a man 
who gave much for his community and coun-
try, Morris Benjamin Zeidman, who passed 
away on November 13. 

Mr. Zeidman was born on February 21, 
1909 in Brooklyn, New York. He met and mar-
ried Beatrice Schwartz, who he accompanied 
back to Wharton, Texas. It was in Wharton 
that Mr. Zeidman got his start in business by 
joining the Schwartz family’s dry goods store. 
He ran the store until his retirement in 1992. 
In 1990, he lost his wife Beatrice. In 1994, Mr. 
Zeidman married his second wife Marjorie 
Franklin. They shared eleven joyous years 
until her death in 2005. 

Morris Zeidman served his country in World 
War II and fought in the D-Day Invasion on 
June 6, 1944. Throughout his life, Mr. 
Zeidman served his community as a leader in 
numerous organizations, including the Lions 
Club, the Shriners, the Chamber of Com-
merce, the American Legion, the Wharton In-
dustrial Foundation, and the Boy Scouts of 
America. He also served as president of the 

Shearith Israel Synagogue and was active 
with B’nai B’rith. 

Morris Zeidman led a life that was truly ad-
mirable and that placed service to country and 
others above self. Our thoughts, prayers, and 
sympathy go out to all the family members of 
this truly great American. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS LEE COLLEGE 
75TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, con-
gratulations to Baytown’s Lee College on en-
tering its 75th academic year. It is one of the 
fastest growing community colleges in the na-
tion with over 9,000 enrolled students. Further-
more, Lee College offers over 130 degrees 
and certificates, and is 6th in the nation for de-
grees awarded in science and technologies. 

In 1931, the Board of Trustees of the Goose 
Creek Independent School District agreed that 
a local junior college should be established. 
Three years later, in 1934, Lee Junior College 
was founded to serve that purpose. Since its 
creation, Lee College has seen significant ex-
pansion. Enrolment for Lee College’s opening 
semester was a mere 177 students, but cur-
rent enrolment is more than 50 times that ini-
tial number, with over 9000 students enrolled 
in academic, technical education, and non- 
credit continuing education programs at the 
college. 

With Lee College students going on to con-
tribute in vital areas of our society, this college 
has become a very valuable institution of edu-
cation for my district and for Texas. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO AMY ELIZABETH 
CORWIN 

HON. BRAD SHERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. SHERMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of Amy Elizabeth 
Corwin, who tragically passed away on July 2, 
2009 after a long battle with a brain tumor. 
Amy served as an intern in my District Office 
during the summers of 2004 and 2005. Her in-
tellect, warm and engaging personality, and 
enduring strength have left an indelible impact 
upon me and my staff. 

Amy was born on January 26, 1984 to Joel 
and Linda Corwin of Westlake Village, Cali-
fornia. She had one younger sister, Diana 
Corwin. From an early age, Amy expressed a 
love of cultures and travel and a keen aptitude 
for learning foreign languages. She enjoyed 
learning about history and architecture, attend-
ing the theatre, and exploring museums. While 
a student at Emory University, Amy spent a 
semester abroad in Salamanca, Spain, where 
she immersed herself in the local culture. In 
Salamanca, Amy stayed with a host family 
who spoke no English, and she took classes 
given strictly in Spanish that were attended by 
Spaniards and students from all over the 
world. Amy would go on to graduate from 
Emory in 2006 with her Bachelor of Arts de-
grees in Political Science, Spanish and Por-
tuguese. 
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During her internship, Amy served as an in-

valuable member of my District Office team. 
On numerous occasions she effectively as-
sisted my Spanish-speaking constituents. In 
addition to her constituent-service skills, Amy 
acted as a mentor to new interns. Her warmth, 
ability to relate to people, and knowledge of 
public policy issues were evident. Amy effort-
lessly and ably engaged in political discus-
sions and it became clear that Amy was in-
deed wiser than her years. 

More than anything else, Amy loved spend-
ing time with her family and friends. She was 
a warm and loving daughter, sister, and friend. 
She was intelligent, compassionate and want-
ed to find a way to make the world a better 
place for everyone she encountered. Amy was 
a terrific athlete and a fierce competitor on the 
tennis court, and she applied this mentality to 
all areas of her life. When confronted with a 
terrible illness, she fought valiantly and she 
never lost hope that she would beat the dis-
ease. Amy was a selfless and caring individual 
who never wanted to burden others with con-
cerns about her health. She never allowed her 
illness to change who she was; she remained 
optimistic and upbeat throughout her life. She 
wished to be remembered for the person she 
was, not the illness she endured. 

Although Amy’s years on this planet were 
short, her life, nevertheless, was rich. And for 
all those who had the privilege of meeting or 
knowing Amy, our lives were made richer as 
a result. I offer my deepest condolences to 
Joel, Linda, Diana and to the rest of Amy’s 
family and friends. She will be greatly missed. 

f 

HONORING PAM HEAVENS FOR 
HER TWENTY YEARS OF SERV-
ICE AS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF 
THE WILL-GRUNDY CENTER FOR 
INDEPENDENT LIVING 

HON. DEBORAH L. HALVORSON 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mrs. HALVORSON. Madam Speaker, this 
fall Pam Heavens celebrates her twentieth 
year as Executive Director of the Will-Grundy 
Center for Independent Living. On behalf of 
the 11th Congressional District of Illinois, I 
would like to commend Pam for her years of 
selfless service on behalf of disabled Illi-
noisans. 

As Executive Director, Pam has fought on 
behalf of thousands of disabled Will and 
Grundy County residents. The Center serves 
disabled citizens young and old, including our 
brave veterans. By offering services ranging 
from the Low Vision Loan Center to the Home 
Ownership Program, the Will-Grundy Center 
for Independent Living helps people with dis-
abilities achieve their goals. 

Pam has successfully led the Center 
through challenging times. The Center has in-
creased services in the midst of a financial cli-
mate that has forced many organizations to 
cut services as they lose important funding 
sources. 

Aside from her duties running the Center, 
Pam has worked with non-profits and govern-
mental agencies at the local and state level to 
improve the lives of disabled persons. For ex-
ample, through the Accessible Cities Alliance, 
Pam worked to ensure disabled consumers 

had access to local businesses through such 
efforts as the creation of accessible indoor 
walkways and the construction of wheelchair 
ramps. 

Pam knows firsthand the importance of 
fighting for disability rights because she lives 
with cerebral palsy. Despite this challenge, 
Pam routinely works a sixty-hour work week 
on behalf of disabled individuals. Pam’s dedi-
cation and perseverance should serve as an 
inspiration to all of us. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MIDLAND DOW BOYS 
TENNIS TEAM 

HON. DAVE CAMP 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. CAMP. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
commend the team members of the Midland 
Dow High School Boys Tennis Team. They 
have represented the town of Midland well 
with their perseverance and athleticism, and 
we are very proud of their accomplishments. 

The Chargers won the Division Two Boys 
State Tennis Championship on Saturday, No-
vember 17, 2009, after defeating Battle Creek- 
Lakeview High School: 30–23. This win gives 
Midland Dow their first Boys Tennis state 
championship since 1984. 

Additionally, this Chargers team was the 
embodiment of both teamwork and determina-
tion. Led by Coach Terry Schwartzkopf, these 
boys were also models of sportsmanship and 
set good examples on and off the court. 

Team members include: Juan Guerra, 
Alekzander Davila, Santiago Guerra, Jonathan 
Gurnee, J.P. Gurnee, Jon Templeman, Austin 
Woody, Kevin Winegar, Jacob Poliskey, Nate 
Karsten, Brandon LaFreniere, Alex Haslam, 
David Read, and Scott Kendall. 

I am honored today to recognize the Mid-
land Dow Boys Tennis Team for their accom-
plishments, and congratulate them on their 
state championship. 

f 

HONORING ANGEL TORRES 

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise to congratulate Angel Torres, distin-
guished journalist and member of my South 
Florida community, for receiving the 2009 Na-
tional Award for Journalism given by the Na-
tional Journalists Association of Cuba in Exile. 
It is with great pride that I recognize his exem-
plary work and dedication to sports and jour-
nalism throughout the years. Angel, born in La 
Havana, Cuba, always shared a great passion 
and interest for baseball. He started playing in 
the Free Amateur Tournaments of the Stadium 
with San Pedro and later became manager- 
player in the Winter Amateur Championships 
of Octavio Diviñó at Arroyo Naranjo super-
vising Nebraska, where he received a medal 
for his distinguished handwork of the immortal 
Martı́n Dihigo. 

Torres graduated from the Cuban-American 
Institute and the English Special Center at 
Jesús del Monte in 1947. By 1952 he grad-

uated of Broadcasting and Journalism spon-
sored by the National Broadcasting School of 
Cuba in Radio Progreso. Throughout his ster-
ling service to journalism, he wrote com-
mentaries on sports and jazz for numerous 
programs like ‘‘Pequeños Conjuntos de 
Grandes Músicos’’ and ‘‘Bandas Innovadoras 
de Jazz’’, among many others. After arriving to 
the United States this inspiring journalist be-
came the only Latin-American and Cuban au-
thor with five books in the Baseball Hall of 
Fame at Cooperstown, New York. His sports 
literature served as a renewed hope for Cu-
bans in exile to remember and restart Cuban 
baseball in the veteran games in New Jersey 
and Miami. At the same time his work created 
awareness about Cuban baseball players and 
about the extinct Professional Cuban Baseball 
League. As a journalist and member of the 
Cuban community, Angel Torres was pre-
sented in January 28, 2007 by the Patronato 
José Martı́ in California, with the most prestige 
recognition to a Cuban in exile, the White 
Rose of the commemoration to Apostle José 
Martı́. 

Once again, I would like to express how 
proud I am of Angel for his dedication to jour-
nalism, baseball and the Cuban community. 
His legacy in sports and journalism will serve 
as an example for our community and as in-
spiration for everyone to pursue their goals 
and dreams with commitment and passion. 

f 

20TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FALL 
OF THE BERLIN WALL 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, ‘‘Mr. Gorba-
chev, tear down this wall.’’ 

Against the counsel of the State Department 
and others in Washington’s foreign policy es-
tablishment, President Reagan uttered these 
six words standing at the Brandenburg Gate 
June 12, 1987—words that marked his presi-
dency and defined an era. 

Former Soviet spy Whittaker Chambers fa-
mously said when he defected that he be-
lieved he was joining the right side by reject-
ing communism, but that he was leaving ‘‘the 
winning side for the losing side.’’ 

Reagan however, who was himself indelibly 
shaped by Chambers’ account of his defection 
in the historic book Witness, always believed 
he was on the winning side. 

Unbothered by those who cautioned that he 
would offend the Soviets, Reagan, the eternal 
optimist, felt compelled to issue this challenge 
to Gorbachev believing what seemed to be 
unimaginable at the time—that one day the 
wall would in fact fall. 

Erected in 1961 the Berlin Wall was an en-
during symbol of communism—a physical 
manifestation of the divide between East and 
West, free and captive. 

With rapt attention, many Americans gath-
ered around their televisions 20 years ago as 
scenes emerged of East Berliners pouring 
across the border, tearfully embracing strang-
ers, and raising glasses of champagne as they 
rejoiced with West Berliners in their newfound 
liberty—the free world rejoiced with them. 

For decades an epic struggle had been un-
derway between two vastly different 
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ideologies. Then, in the span of a year, three 
giants converged on the world scene and 
human history was forever changed. Eng-
land’s Iron Lady, Margaret Thatcher, Poland’s 
native son, Pope John Paul II, and our own 
Ronald Reagan boldly championed freedom, 
inspired hope in millions and gave those living 
behind the Iron Curtain the courage to imagine 
a world transformed. 

While the Soviet Union is relegated to the 
history books, today there remain ideologies 
that threaten human freedom and dignity. 
There remain governments who rule by fear. 
There remain people held captive in their own 
nation. 

Similarly, there are those who still warn that 
America ought not meddle in other countries 
internal affairs. There are still those who cau-
tion against disrupting bilateral relations. There 
are still those who maintain that the desire for 
freedom and basic human rights is not uni-
versal. 

But the events of 20 years ago teach us 
something very, very different. 

Ask the Sharanskys and Solzhenitsyns 
whose lives in prison improved when leaders 
in the West spoke out on their behalf. Ask the 
thousands of East Berliners who, facing cer-
tain death if caught, dug tunnels, constructed 
hot air balloons and built pulleys in their des-
perate attempts to escape a literal prison. 

There are lessons to be drawn from this an-
niversary—lessons which must inspire our for-
eign policy today. People yearn for freedom, 
they crave dignity. These things are not be-
stowed by the government and as such can-
not forever be denied by the government. 
People are inspired by words. Dictators cower 
when their lies are exposed. And seemingly 
impenetrable regimes can find themselves on 
‘‘ash heap of history.’’ 

f 

COMMENDING THE WINNERS OF 
THE 2009 NOBEL PRIZE IN MEDI-
CINE 

HON. JOHN P. SARBANES 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. SARBANES. Madam Speaker, I would 
like to commend the winners of the 2009 
Nobel Prize in Medicine, particularly Dr. Carol 
W. Greider, a professor of molecular biology 
and genetics at Johns Hopkins University 
School of Medicine, for discovering how chro-
mosomes are protected by telomeres and the 
enzyme telomerase. The research of Dr. 
Greider, along with her colleagues Dr. Eliza-
beth H. Blackburn and Dr. Jack W. Szostak, 
has created a greater understanding of how 
chromosomes protect themselves from de-
grading when cells divide. This has unlocked 
mysteries about the human aging process and 
will have an enormous impact on fighting can-
cer and many other inherited diseases caused 
by telomerase defects. 

I applaud Dr. Greider’s outstanding achieve-
ment as it reflects many years of study and 
hard work, a deep commitment to scientific in-
novation, and a desire to have a positive im-
pact on peoples’ lives. Her achievement is all 
the more significant in that only 8 of the 192 
individuals to receive this prize have been 
women. I hope her success will inspire young 
women to enter the field of science. 

Congratulations to these scientists for their 
groundbreaking work in the field of medicine 
and for their extraordinary contributions to hu-
mankind. 

f 

HONORING ERROTABERE RANCHES 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
pay special tribute to a family farming oper-
ation whose owners exemplify the spirit of for-
titude, entrepreneurship, and advocacy dem-
onstrated by so many of those who strive to 
provide food and fiber to our great Nation. 
Much has contributed to California’s bountiful 
agriculture industry and economic well-being, 
but one significant underlying factor in Califor-
nia’s agricultural success has been the pres-
ence of families such as the Errotabere family. 
A diversified family farming operation in Fres-
no County, Errotabere Ranches is being hon-
ored on November 18, 2009 in Fresno, Cali-
fornia as the 2009 Baker, Peterson & Franklin 
Ag Business Award recipient. 

Though the Errotabere story didn’t begin in 
the United States, the Errotabere family has 
clearly added strength to the fabric of this 
great Nation since coming to America. Jean 
Errotabere was born in a French-Basque vil-
lage in France called Aldudez just two miles 
from the Spanish-French border. He came to 
Riverdale, California in the late 1940s to work 
with his brother on their ranch which was 
started in the late 1920s. Georgianne, a native 
of Vancouver, Canada, also came to the Cen-
tral Valley of California to look for work. While 
waitressing at the Santa Fe Basque Res-
taurant in downtown Fresno, now known as 
the Sheppard’s Inn, she met Jean Errotabere 
and their life together began. 

Over the next 3 decades, their family and 
their business continued to grow and at the 
time of Jean’s death, in 1979, their sons Dan, 
Jean and Remi, took over the ranch oper-
ations. Together with their wives Susan, Col-
leen, and Maureen the Errotaberes have de-
veloped a diversified family farming operation 
that now spans over 5,500 acres throughout 
western Fresno County. Among the crops the 
operation grows are almonds, pistachios, proc-
essing tomatoes, garlic, pima cotton, alfalfa, 
wheat, safflower, Romaine lettuce, processing 
onions, seed lettuce, cantaloupes and hon-
eydew melons. 

Errotabere Ranches has been actively in-
volved in Agricultural Organizations, Riverdale 
schools, the Jordan College of Agriculture 
Sciences and Technology at California State 
University, Fresno and the Fresno County 
Farm Bureau. Errotabere Ranches President 
Dan Errotabere has been recognized and 
praised as a crusader for agricultural water 
issues, including his role in negotiating the his-
torical treaty between Westlands Water District 
and the Friant Water Users Authority in 2004. 

‘‘This great Valley that we have is certainly 
the envy of the world,’’ Errotabere was re-
cently quoted as saying. ‘‘It’s a promising story 
for California that agriculture can do as much 
as it can.’’ 

It is a pleasure to honor and congratulate 
the Errotabere’s ‘‘can-do’’ attitude and re-
peated earnest advocacy for Agriculture. The 

Errotaberes are truly deserving of this great 
honor and I salute the entire family for their 
accomplishments and contributions to Agri-
culture in California and the Nation. 

f 

WORLD DAY OF REMEMBRANCE 
FOR ROAD CRASH VICTIMS AND 
THEIR FAMILIES 

HON. ROBERT WEXLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. WEXLER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in observance of the World Day of Remem-
brance for Road Crash Victims and their Fami-
lies, which was observed on Sunday, Novem-
ber 15, 2009, as well as to offer my heartfelt 
condolences to all those who have lost loved 
ones to road crashes. 

The third Sunday in November was des-
ignated as World Day of Remembrance for 
Road Crash Victims by the United Nations 
earlier this decade, and in support of this ef-
fort, both the House of Representatives and 
Senate unanimously passed concurrent reso-
lutions during the 110th Congress. This day 
allows us all to reflect upon the more than 1.3 
million people worldwide who die on the 
world’s roads each year, as well as the more 
than 50 million who are injured. An estimated 
44,000 of those deaths occur in the United 
States, and the global death and injury toll is 
rising precipitously. At the current rate of 
growth, road crashes will be the fifth leading 
cause of death by the year 2030, rivaling the 
top global health epidemics. 

Road crashes do not discriminate; they 
know no bounds of age, class, gender, race, 
nationality, or geography. Globally, more than 
40 percent of all road traffic deaths occur 
among individuals under 25 years old, and 
crashes are the leading cause of death for 
children and young adults aged 10–25 years 
old. Over the next decade, this is estimated to 
become the leading cause of death for chil-
dren 5 and older worldwide. 

In some African countries, up to half of all 
hospital surgical beds are occupied by road 
crash victims, while in others the fatalities rank 
second only to HIV/AIDS. Here in the U.S., 
road crashes are the leading cause of death 
for Hispanics under 34 years of age. The 
human cost of this problem is unfathomable: 
1.3 million deaths per year is the equivalent of 
10 jumbo jets crashing each day. 

Road crashes also come at a great cost to 
the global economy. It is estimated that road 
crashes cost $518 billion globally each year. 
In developing countries, road crashes have a 
dramatic impact on their fragile economies, 
costing an estimated $100 billion, often ex-
ceeding the total amount received by these 
countries in development assistance. Further-
more, road crashes affect first responder 
services, health care services, and health 
insurance services, as many victims require 
extensive, and expensive, critical care, as well 
as follow-up care and rehabilitation. In coun-
tries where a primary bread winner is killed or 
injured, or must care for the injured, this can 
destroy livelihoods and devastate commu-
nities. 

Road crashes are predictable and can be 
prevented, however, and America is playing a 
critical, active role domestically and inter-
nationally to address this epidemic. Earlier this 
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year, the Congressional Caucus on Global 
Road Safety, which I am privileged to co-chair 
along with Congressman CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
of Maryland and Congressman DAN BURTON of 
Indiana, introduced House Concurrent Resolu-
tion 74, supporting a decade of action for road 
safety with a global target to reduce by 50 
percent the predicted increase in global road 
deaths between 2010 and 2020. This resolu-
tion also urged the Obama Administration to 
take a leadership role at the First Ministerial 
Conference on Road Safety, to be held in 
Moscow later this week. The House of Rep-
resentatives heeded the call to action on road 
safety and achieved a significant step toward 
reversing the increase in road deaths and inju-
ries by unanimously passing H. Con. Res. 74 
on September 23 of this year. 

As more Americans travel abroad and more 
of our college students participate in study 
abroad programs in developing countries, 
many of them will be at risk of injury or death 
due to hazardous road conditions. Now is the 
time to foster the courageous initiatives build-
ing around the world to keep our citizens and 
our loved ones safe, and Madam Speaker, as 
we commemorate World Day of Remem-
brance for Road Crash Victims this year and 
look forward to the First Global Ministerial 
Conference on Road Safety in Moscow later 
this week, I urge my colleagues to work with 
the Obama Administration toward enacting 
meaningful policy reform, both at home and 
abroad. 

f 

CELEBRATING 80 YEARS OF SERV-
ICE OF THE SEEING EYE IN MOR-
RISTOWN, NEW JERSEY 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the very dedicated employ-
ees, volunteers, and graduates of The Seeing 
Eye in Morristown, New Jersey, on their 80 
years of service. 

Dorothy Harrison Eustis and Morris Frank 
had a dream to make the world completely ac-
cessible to the blind and visually impaired, and 
in 1929, The Seeing Eye was established to 
make their dream a reality. Since its inception, 
The Seeing Eye has enhanced the independ-
ence and self-confidence of the blind and vis-
ually impaired. The Seeing Eye pioneered the 
use of dogs to guide the blind, and today, the 
organization has successfully trained over 
15,000 Seeing Eye dogs and matched them 
with more than 8,000 blind or visually impaired 
owners. Additionally, many area families have 
volunteered to rear generations of Seeing Eye 
puppies—nurturing them to accomplish their 
special destiny. 

Twelve times every year, up to 24 visually 
impaired students from the United States and 
Canada come to Morristown to enter a twenty- 
seven day instructional program and are 
matched with a dog. The instruction includes 
traveling through high traffic and residential 
streets, shopping malls, and bus routes. Upon 
the completion of the program, the graduates 
are able to safely navigate their hometowns 
with the support of their Seeing Eye dogs. In 
fact, most every day on Morristown streets, 
The Seeing Eye trainers, students and their 

remarkable dogs can be seen training where 
pedestrians and drivers alike respect their 
presence. The Seeing Eye also provides fol-
low-up care and even visit graduates’ home to 
aid them in adjusting to their new accessibility 
to their environments. 

Today, The Seeing Eye is a pioneer in ca-
nine genetics and medical research. It also 
advocates for the concerns of those with vis-
ual impairments—such as pedestrian safety 
and the dangers of quiet cars—by working 
with legislators, writing letters on behalf of 
those experiencing discrimination, and re-
searching technologies to make crosswalks 
safer. 

Madam Speaker, for the past 80 years, The 
Seeing Eye has provided an unprecedented 
service to the blind and visually impaired com-
munity, and I hope it can continue its invalu-
able service for many years to come. I urge 
you, Madam Speaker, and my colleagues to 
join me in congratulating all of those involved 
with The Seeing Eye on its 80th Anniversary. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. J. GRESHAM BARRETT 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, unfortunately, I missed the following 
recorded votes on the House floor on Monday, 
November 16, 2009. 

Had I been present I would have voted 
‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote No. 889, on motion to 
suspend the rules and agree to S. 1314; ‘‘aye’’ 
on rollcall vote No. 890, on motion to suspend 
the rules and agree to H.R. 3539; ‘‘aye’’ on 
rollcall vote No. 891, on motion to suspend the 
rules and agree to HR. 3767. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Madam Speaker, 
on Monday, November 16, 2009, I was unable 
to be present for recorded votes. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall 
vote No. 889 (on the motion to suspend the 
rules and pass S. 1314), ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall vote 
No. 890 (on the motion to suspend the rules 
and pass H.R. 3539), and ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall 
vote No. 891 (on the motion to suspend the 
rules and pass H.R. 3767). 

f 

H. RES. 866, VETERANS HISTORY 
PROJECT 

HON. RON KIND 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. KIND. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
support of House Resolution 866 which en-
courages the designation of a National Vet-
erans History Project Week. This resolution 
encourages increased public participation in 
the Veterans History Project. 

As you may know, the Veterans History 
Project collects and saves the stories of Amer-
ica’s veterans who have bravely served this 
country from World War I to today’s conflicts 
in Iraq and Afghanistan. This project provides 
Americans an important way to honor our sol-
diers: by preserving the story of their service, 
in their own words, for the use and benefit of 
future generations. 

In 2000, I authored and Congress unani-
mously passed legislation creating the Vet-
erans History Project. Since its inception, the 
project has collected more than 66,000 stories 
and documents. In addition, the Veterans His-
tory Project was honored by Harvard Univer-
sity as one of the finalists for the Innovations 
in American Government Award competition in 
2005. 

Since the beginning of our Nation, the sol-
diers, sailors, airmen, and marines of the 
Armed Forces have been called on to risk 
their lives and fight for the ideals that make 
America great. Regardless of what one thinks 
about the wars that they fought in, all Ameri-
cans must agree that the men and women of 
our Armed Forces have responded to the call 
of their country and performed with honor and 
dignity. War veterans and the civilians who 
have supported them all across this Nation 
have stepped forward once again, this time 
answering the call of civic duty by recording 
their stories and contributing personal docu-
ments for the Veterans History Project. Their 
participation ensures that their accounts are 
recorded and preserved, becoming a part of 
this Nation’s memory and history. 

By passing this resolution today, we can en-
courage more participation in this important 
program and ensure that this vital collection of 
American history continues to grow even fur-
ther. Capturing the stories of our war veterans 
is more important now than ever before. We 
are losing more than 1,700 veterans every day 
and with them, their firsthand accounts of that 
war. It is imperative that we capture the sto-
ries and personal histories of those veterans 
before it is too late. The Veterans History 
Project is instrumental in accomplishing this 
important goal. 

I call upon all members of this body to pub-
licize and promote the Veterans History 
Project in their own districts and communities. 
I cannot think of a better way to honor our vet-
erans than by trying to preserve as many of 
their memories and stories as possible. I urge 
my colleagues to support this measure. 

f 

IN HONOR OF DR. ANGELO 
ARMENTI, JR. 

HON. JOHN P. MURTHA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. MURTHA. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Dr. Angelo Armenti, Jr., the president 
of California University of Pennsylvania. His 
dedication to education as a professor, dean 
and university president, in addition to his 
commitment to philanthropy, has had a great 
impact on the people of Pennsylvania. 

Dr. Armenti received his Bachelor of 
Science in Physics from Villanova University 
and his Master’s and Ph.D. from Temple Uni-
versity in Special Relativity and General Rel-
ativity, respectively. He returned to Villanova 
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as a professor where he remained for 20 
years. He subsequently became chair of the 
physics department, Dean of University Col-
lege, and Director of Planning at Villanova. 

Over the course of his career, Dr. Armenti 
received the Lindback Foundation Award for 
Distinguished Teaching and in 1992 was one 
of only 32 individuals in the nation named an 
American Council on Education Fellow. He 
has published many journal articles and the 
book, The Physics of Sports. 

Madam Speaker, on May 19, 1992, Dr. 
Armenti became the 6th president of California 
University of Pennsylvania. Since then, appli-
cations have increased by 90 percent, the av-
erage SAT score rose by 95 points and four- 
year graduation rates rose by 80 percent. The 
university adopted new academic programs, a 
general education curriculum, the University 
Bill of Rights and Responsibilities, and a new 
governance structure. 

During his tenure as president, California 
University has constructed new buildings in-
cluding the Eberly Science and Technology 
Center, the Kara Alumni House, the Duda 
Classroom Building and six residence halls, as 
well as renovating several older structures. 
This construction significantly enhanced the 
educational and living environments of Cali-
fornia University. It also created two major off- 
campus sites at the Southpointe Business 
Park in Canonsburg and at the Regional En-
terprise Tower in downtown Pittsburgh. 

The Washington County Community Foun-
dation named Dr. Armenti and his wife, Mrs. 
Barbara Armenti, the 2009 Philanthropists of 
the Year for the scholarships they established 
at California University and for developing a 
philanthropic atmosphere throughout the 
school and community. Dr. & Mrs. Armenti 
have inspired many students to serve their 
communities. 

In addition, Dr. Armenti serves the edu-
cational field by working with the Commission 
on Higher Education of the Middle States As-
sociation of Colleges and Schools. He also 
serves southwestern Pennsylvania as the 
Campaign Chair and President of the Mon 
Valley United Way. Madam Speaker, I con-
clude my remarks by commending Dr. Angelo 
Armenti, Jr. for his lifelong dedication to edu-
cation and philanthropy. I wish him the best as 
he continues to serve his students and the 
people of Pennsylvania. 

f 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
SAINT PAUL’S BAPTIST CHURCH 

HON. ROBERT C. ‘‘BOBBY’’ SCOTT 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to celebrate the enduring legacy of 
a faith institution in the city of Richmond. On 
Saturday, November 28, 2009, The Saint 
Paul’s Baptist Church will celebrate its 100th 
anniversary, and in recognition of this mile-
stone I would like to take a moment to reflect 
on the history of this esteemed church and its 
contributions to the greater Richmond commu-
nity. 

The Saint Paul’s Baptist Church began, fit-
tingly, on Thanksgiving night in 1909, when a 
group of congregants of First Union Baptist 
Church received a letter of release to form 

their own Church. The newly organized 
Church elected Rev. George Pinkney as its 
first Pastor. Reverend Pinkney’s years were 
dedicated to establishing the new parish on a 
firm footing. Under his leadership, the first 
sanctuary with a seating capacity greater than 
50 was constructed on Botetourt Street. 

The Saint Paul’s family grew considerably in 
a short period of time under Reverend 
Pinkney and the church’s second pastor and 
Reverend Pinkney’s son, Timothy Pinkney. 
During the service of Saint Paul’s third pastor, 
Rev. Isaiah Hines (1913–1928), a second 
sanctuary was built that accommodated the 
growing church’s 200 worshippers. 

Saint Paul’s underwent significant change 
under the leadership of their fourth and long-
est serving pastor, Rev. Journey A. Mosby. 
During his 40 year tenure, the church ex-
panded its commitment to the development of 
young people, especially aspiring theological 
students from nearby Virginia Union Univer-
sity. Reverend Mosby was also responsible for 
many ministries that still exist in the church 
today. A new building was once again needed 
to accommodate the growing congregation. 
Reverend Mosby launched an expansion cam-
paign on Thanksgiving Day 1950 and by 1957, 
the church was able to buy an existing facility 
on the corner of 26th and Marshall Streets in 
the Church Hill neighborhood. This served as 
the Church’s home for 45 years, and the Par-
ish House is now listed on the National Park 
Service’s National Register of Historic Places. 

The Church’s fifth pastor, Rev. James 
Leary, was installed in 1969. Under his direc-
tion, the Saint Paul’s Baptist Federal Credit 
Union, the Saint Paul’s Housing Corporation, 
the Saint Paul’s Manor, and the J.A. Mosby 
Scholarship fund were all initiated. 

Saint Paul’s sixth and current pastor is Rev. 
Lance Watson, installed in 1985. Under his 
leadership, Saint Paul’s has continued to 
thrive and expand. Over the last 30 years, the 
congregation has grown to over 12,000 mem-
bers. The church has instituted many more 
ministries including a bookstore, multiple 
schools, a counseling service, a community 
development corporation, and a media com-
pany that produces weekly recordings of Saint 
Paul’s services and broadcasts them nation-
ally. 

In 2002, the Church moved into its present 
facility on Creighton Road. Although this is 
now the heart of Saint Paul’s, the church has 
multiple locations throughout Greater Rich-
mond including the Marshall Avenue facility, 
which is under development to become a per-
forming arts center. Saint Paul’s has been 
such a positive spiritual influence on the Rich-
mond community that since 2005, two church-
es faced with the prospect of selling their 
property on the open market elected instead 
to give their physical plants to Saint Paul’s to 
help expand its ministry. The church’s dedica-
tion to ‘‘finding needs and meeting them, find-
ing hurts and healing them, finding problems 
and solving them’’ has made it an 
indispensible institution of faith in the Greater 
Richmond area. 

I would like to commend Pastor Watson and 
the congregation of The Saint Paul’s Baptist 
Church as they celebrate their 100th anniver-
sary. I hope that their next 100 years of serv-
ice will be as fruitful as their first 100 years. 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. Coffman of Colorado. Madam Speaker, 
this morning our national debt was 
$12,031,299,186,290.07. I should note this is 
the first time the debt has broken the 12 trillion 
level. We have added $39,792,309,877.00 to 
the national debt since yesterday. 

On January 6th, 2009, the start of the 111th 
Congress, the national debt was 
$10,638,425,746,293.80. 

The national debt has increased by 
$1,392,873,439,996.27 so far this year. 

According to the non-partisan Congressional 
Budget Office, the forecast deficit for this year 
is $1.6 trillion. That means that so far this 
year, we borrowed and spent $4.4 billion a 
day more than we have collected, passing that 
debt and its interest payments to our children 
and all future Americans. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Madam Speaker, 
I was absent for three rollcall votes on Mon-
day, November 16, 2009. Had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote Nos. 
889 and 890, and ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote No. 
891. The items of legislation I would have 
voted on are as follows: 

Yea on S. 1314—A bill to designate the fa-
cility of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 630 Northeast Killingsworth Avenue 
in Portland, Oregon, as the ‘‘Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Post Office’’. 

Yea on H.R. 3539—To designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located at 
427 Harrison Avenue in Harrison, New Jersey, 
as the ‘‘Patricia D. McGinty-Juhl Post Office 
Building’’. 

Aye on H.R. 3767—To designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located at 
170 North Main Street in Smithfield, Utah, as 
the ‘‘W. Hazen Hillyard Post Office Building’’. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 110TH 
BIRTHDAY OF MORRIS FEIN 

HON. GARY L. ACKERMAN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. ACKERMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of the 100th birthday of 
Morris Fein on Saturday, November 28, 2009. 

Morris Fein is more than a friend; he is an 
inspiration and a living testament to the Amer-
ican Dream. 

Frank and Kate Feintuch migrated from Po-
land and arrived at Ellis Island aboard the 
Polonia in 1911 with two-year-old Morris. A 
product of the New York City public school 
system, Morris began his education at PS 13 
and graduated from Stuyesant High School at 
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the age of 16. Becoming the first member in 
his family to graduate both high school and 
college, Morris obtained his Bachelors Degree 
in History from the City College of New York 
and graduated with a commission as Second 
Lieutenant of the ROTC. 

In 1936, Morris met and married Vera Roth-
man, with whom he celebrated his seventy- 
second wedding anniversary in 2008 before 
her passing. Morris and Vera lived in Astoria, 
Queens, in a one-bedroom apartment. They 
not only raised their three children—Sheldon, 
Benjamin and Roselyn—there, but Morris also 
operated his tax practice from the apartment 
on the weekends. In 1954, the family moved 
to a three-bedroom single-family home in 
Flushing, Queens. 

To support his family, Morris worked in ex-
cess of sixty hours per week, holding at min-
imum three jobs at any given time. For over 
40 years he served as an Investigator/Inspec-
tor for the New York State Department of Agri-
culture, spearheading many investigations of 
major consequence in the Jewish and secular 
communities throughout New York State. 

Through out his life, Morris has always 
strongly identified with his Jewish heritage. A 
strong believer in ‘‘giving back’’ to the commu-
nity, he played a vital role in creating and 
maintaining the Queensborough Hill Jewish 
Center, a house of worship and education for 
his community. He served as a member of the 
Executive Board and Board of Trustees, in-
cluding President and Treasurer, at the Syna-
gogue. He also served as the long-term Finan-
cial Secretary and then President of the 
Hrubishower Sick & Benevolent Society; and 
was a member of the Queensborough Hill 
Synagogues Men’s Club. 

After suffering a hip injury in 2002, Morris 
and his wife moved to an independent living 
facility in Huntington Terrace, NY, where he 
currently resides. A member of the South Hun-
tington Jewish Center in Melville, he serves as 
President of the ‘‘Residents Board’’ at Hun-
tington Terrace/Brandywine Senior Living. 

Morris will be celebrating his 100th birthday 
with his children, Sheldon, Benjamin and his 
wife Judy Sharmat, Roselyn and her husband 
Edward Rudofsky; with his grandchildren and 
their spouses, Lee Rudofksy, Gayle Rudofsky, 
Steven Fein, Leonard Fein, Dr. Samual 
Sharmat, Soraya, Juliana and Alissa; and with 
his great grandchildren, Ethan Fein, Jim Fein, 
and Sophia Sharmat. 

Madam Speaker, I call on all my colleagues 
in the House of Representatives to rise and 
join me now in extending our congratulations 
to Morris Fein on the grand occasion of his 
100th birthday. 

f 

IN HONOR OF AQUILINO ZARAZÚA 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of Aquilino Zarazúa of Car-
mel Valley, California. Aquilino was an extraor-
dinary man whose infectious smile and peace-
ful demeanor comforted all those who came 
into contact with him. Aquilino passed away 
on September 12, 2009, at age 91, leaving 
behind an inspiring success story for many im-
migrant families to emulate. 

Aquilino was born on January 4, 1918, in 
the small town of Santa Catarina, Guanajuato, 
in central Mexico. When Aquilino was quite 
young, his mother passed away leaving six 
children without their mother. Aquilino was the 
eldest sibling and so he became his father 
Quintil’s trusted companion in raising the fam-
ily. Aquilino eventually left Santa Catarina to 
search for other opportunities in neighboring 
towns and cities and years later made his way 
to the United States. 

In 1945 Aquilino arrived in Chualar, Cali-
fornia, as part of the Bracero or guest worker 
program. The work was arduous and stren-
uous but Aquilino was determined to per-
severe and succeed. Aquilino would often 
state that he would never return to his home 
town in worse shape than when he left; to do 
so would be shameful. Later Aquilino would 
travel to Jalisco, Mexico, with his friend Angel 
De León, the cook from the labor camp. Some 
time thereafter Aquilino decided to marry the 
cook’s daughter, Ampelia De León. 

Aquilino and Ampelia had three daughters in 
the United States, all of whom graduated from 
college. Aquilino instilled in his daughters the 
value of a formal education and was extremely 
proud to attend their college graduations. One 
of his biggest fears was that his daughters 
would be relegated to toiling in agricultural 
fields or undertaking menial labor to earn a liv-
ing. He taught them that a formal education 
was the only path out of the poverty and lim-
ited employment options which many immi-
grant families had endured. 

Aquilino could speak little English, yet he 
was precise in communicating his thoughts 
and feelings. His generous and sincere smile 
would always welcome you and make you feel 
significant and strong. Aquilino will be remem-
bered for his gentle manner and honesty; his 
devotion to his family and friends; and his 
keen ability to impart compassion and under-
standing to everyone he met. 

Madam Speaker, Aquilino Zarazúa has left 
a legacy in Monterey County and has inspired 
many immigrant fathers and families to seek a 
better life for their children. Thanks to Aquilino 
we know that the greatest inheritance a child 
can receive is a father’s sense of values and 
compassion for others. I am certain I speak for 
the entire House in extending our heartfelt 
sympathy to Aquilino’s wife Ampelia and his 
daughters Albertina, Blanca and Gladys. 

f 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL JUANITA 
WARMAN 

HON. C. A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Madam Speaker, I 
rise before you today to honor the life of Lieu-
tenant Colonel Juanita Warman who died hon-
orably serving her country. 

Since 2008, LTC Warman has volunteered 
with the Maryland National Guard’s reintegra-
tion program, a program designed to help sol-
diers returning from Iraq and Afghanistan with 
a variety of issues. She served a year over-
seas at Landstuhl Regional Medical Center in 
Germany, the Army facility where those in-
jured in Afghanistan and Iraq are treated be-
fore being sent stateside for further medical 
care. She regularly volunteered for round-trip 

flights to Iraq to care for soldiers being sent to 
Landstuhl. Warman was preparing for deploy-
ment to Iraq at the time of her death. 

A graduate of the University of Pittsburgh, 
Warman was a certified psychiatric nurse 
practitioner whose military career spanned 
more than two decades in active duty and 
Army reserves. Prior to her exceptional work 
with the Maryland National Guard, LTC 
Warman had a civilian practice at University of 
Pittsburgh Medical Center. She was an expert 
in post-traumatic stress disorder and traumatic 
brain injury. Warman also worked at a Vet-
erans Administration facility in Perryville, Mary-
land. 

I commend LTC Warman for her extraor-
dinary commitment to both our country and 
her fellow service members. She touched the 
lives of many due to her outstanding sense of 
volunteerism, unwavering bravery, and dedica-
tion to making a difference. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you join with me 
today to honor the life of Lieutenant Colonel 
Juanita Warman. The distinguished service 
Lieutenant Colonel Warman has shown to our 
country will forever reverberate in our memo-
ries. It gives me great pride to honor one of 
our nation’s fallen heroes. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE COURAGE AND 
STRENGTH OF MICHAEL BREWER 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to honor 15-year-old Michael 
Brewer of Deerfield Beach, Florida, whose 
courage and strength defy the atrocious attack 
he has endured. Michael sustained burns to 
over 65 percent of his body after a group of 
schoolmates set him on fire in an act of cruel 
revenge. On October 12, 2009, neighborhood 
bullies Matthew Bent, 15; brothers Denver and 
Jeremy Jarvis, 15 and 13 respectively; Steven 
Shelton, 15; and Jesus Mendez, 15; sur-
rounded Michael in the parking lot of Limetree 
Village Apartments, poured rubbing alcohol on 
him, and set him on fire with a lighter. Led by 
Bent, the bullies sought him out and terrorized 
him for not paying back $40 borrowed to buy 
a video game. Michael had called the police 
the night before the encounter when Bent at-
tempted to steal a $500 custom bike from Mi-
chael’s father at their home. 

I am truly shocked and outraged by this hei-
nous crime. Michael still remains in critical 
condition at the University of Miami-Jackson 
Memorial Hospital Burn Center and will have 
to endure a long and painful recovery process. 
A 7th grader at Deerfield Beach Middle 
School, he has since received hundreds of 
cards and letters of support from fellow class-
mates and well-wishers from around the world. 
My thoughts and prayers go out to Michael, 
his family, and friends during this most difficult 
time. It is heartening to hear that Michael’s 
first surgery went well and that his doctors are 
cautiously optimistic about his recovery. 

In addition, I want to commend the South 
Florida community for coming together to raise 
money in order to help the Brewer family pay 
for Michael’s medical expenses. During these 
difficult economic times, these Floridians have 
shown their true colors by extending a helping 

VerDate Nov 24 2008 04:34 Nov 18, 2009 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00011 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A17NO8.026 E17NOPT1jb
el

l o
n 

D
S

K
D

V
H

8Z
91

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE2790 November 17, 2009 
hand to a neighbor in need. In particular, I 
would like to recognize Neighbors 4 Neighbors 
for raising more than $10,000 for Michael, and 
Broward Sheriff’s detective Joe Kessling for 
his leadership and community activism. 

Madam Speaker, we must stop the dan-
gerous values of bullying and violence from 
being perpetuated in our schools and commu-
nities. Young people like Michael deserve a 
safe educational environment in which they 
can reach their full potential and become re-
spectful, contributing members of our society. 

f 

TWO NEIGHBORS COME TOGETHER 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, for almost 
two decades, the Republics of Turkey and Ar-
menia have been meeting to discuss a path-
way for normalization of relations. These diplo-
matic discussions were not easy and often in-
volved complicated multi-dimensional implica-
tions. However, on October 10th, the two 
neighbors signed a historic rapprochement, a 
ceremony which was followed around the 
globe. 

In the two protocols signed, the two nations 
agreed to establish diplomatic relations, nor-
malize their bilateral relations in all aspects, 
open their border and create a framework to 
determine their joint history. This agreement 
would not only bring stability to the region, it 
will also provide an example for other nations 
to come together to resolve their past dis-
putes. 

At their signing ceremony, the Turkish and 
Armenian foreign ministers were joined by for-
eign dignitaries from the United States, 
France, Switzerland, Russia, the European 
Union, and the Council of Europe. While each 
country’s parliament must now ratify these 
protocols, we should acknowledge the signifi-
cant progress for these two neighbors. 

The U.S. administrations of the past, as well 
as the current Obama administration, all sup-
port the diplomatic discussions between Tur-
key and Armenia. I want to commend both 
countries as they move this historic agreement 
through their respective parliaments. 

f 

KOREA-UNITED STATES FREE 
TRADE AGREEMENT 

HON. LYNN A. WESTMORELAND 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Madam Speaker, 
when President Obama meets tomorrow with 
South Korean President Lee Myung-bak, I en-
courage him to express his strong support for 
the Korea-U.S. Free Trade Agreement. 

Deepening the important economic ties be-
tween our countries benefits both sides. Al-
ready, Georgia does billions of dollars in trade 
with Korea each year. For Georgians in the 
3rd Congressional District, this relationship 
with Korea has yielded tangible benefits: thou-
sands of good-paying jobs. 

Korean automaker Kia has opened up a 
production facility in West Point, GA, and 

eventually will employ nearly 2,500 people in 
a region devastated by textile mill closings 
over the past 30 years. New jobs are always 
welcome, but they’re a lifesaver for many 
Georgia families as our State suffers with an 
unemployment rate above 10 percent. 

The plant will have a $6.5 billion economic 
impact on the local economy, creating up to 
20,000 new jobs as a result. Direct Korean in-
vestment is bolstering our economy and pay-
ing the bills for thousands of families in west 
Georgia. 

Lowering trade barriers between South 
Korea and the United States will produce 
more positive outcomes like the Kia plant for 
communities throughout this nation. Not only 
will American consumers benefit from cheap-
er, duty-free products from Korea, but also 
American businesses will sell more of our 
products in the Korean market. 

In 2007, Georgia businesses exported $397 
million worth of goods to Korea. Removing tar-
iffs on U.S. goods, particularly those com-
peting against protected Korean industries, 
could significantly increase that number. Agri-
culture remains my State’s No. 1 industry and 
KORUS FTA would eliminate tariffs and bar-
riers to Georgia farm products such as pea-
nuts, poultry and cotton. 

Madam Speaker, for my constituents in 
Georgia’s 3rd Congressional District, the 
KORUS FTA isn’t some academic lecture with 
line graphs. For Georgians, the benefits are 
tangible and observable. For the people in 
West Point, GA, Korean economic investment 
means jobs. Good jobs. Lots of jobs. 

The Congress has dragged its feet on pass-
ing this trade deal even though we’ve seen 
previous agreements work. In the first four 
years of the U.S.-Singapore FTA, Georgia’s 
exports to Singapore have grown 212 percent. 
Since NAFTA went into effect in 1994, Geor-
gia’s combined exports to Canada and Mexico 
have increased by 194 percent and since 
entry into force of the U.S.-Chile Agreement in 
2004, the State’s exports to Chile have grown 
93 percent. 

I encourage President Obama to keep these 
numbers—these numbers that represent real 
jobs for real Americans—in mind when he 
shakes hands with President Lee tomorrow. 

f 

GUANTANAMO DETAINEE TRANS-
FER IMPACT ASSESSMENT ACT 

HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, recently, the ad-
ministration announced it may move up to 215 
Al Qaeda terrorists to Illinois. This proposal 
imposes an unnecessary new risk. We should 
slow down and answer basic questions. 

The facility is only 22 miles from a nuclear 
reactor. What precautions are taken? 

Commissions will be in Illinois—how will we 
protect the families of judges and jurors? 

We learned yesterday that two-thirds of the 
jobs claimed will be active-duty military. The 
Bureau of Prisons will hire no one over 37 
years old and will hire nationwide, not just Illi-
nois. 

The United States spent more than $50 mil-
lion to build the state-of-the-art Guantanamo 
Bay detention facility to keep terrorists from 

U.S. soil. Al Qaeda terrorists should stay 
where they cannot endanger Americans. 

Today I introduced the Guantanamo De-
tainee Transfer Impact Assessment Act of 
2009. My legislation prohibits the transfer of 
terrorists held at Guantanamo Bay to any lo-
cation in the United States unless the Presi-
dent presents to the State’s legislature a 
‘‘Homeland Insecurity Impact Statement’’ con-
ducted by the Government Accountability Of-
fice, in consultation with the Inspectors Gen-
eral of the Department of Homeland Security, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, and Office of 
the Director of National Intelligence, and the 
legislature then approves the transfer by a 
majority vote. 

I encourage my colleagues to join me in en-
suring that a thorough threat and risk assess-
ment is conducted and shared with the elected 
representatives of the American people before 
any terrorist from Guantanamo Bay is brought 
to the United States. 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. AARON SCHOCK 
OF ILINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. SCHOCK. Madam Speaker, in accord-
ance with the Republican adopted standards 
on earmarks, I submit the below detailed ex-
planation to Replace a Combined Sewer in 
Peoria, Illinois. 

Bill Number: H.R. 2996—Department of the 
Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2010 

Provisions/Account: STAG Water and 
Wastewater Infrastructure Project 

Name and Address of Requesting Entity: 
entity to receive funding for this project is the 
City of Peoria, located at 419 Fulton Street, 
Peoria, Illinois 61602. 

Description of Request: This project is in-
tended to control combined sewer overflows 
along Spring Street. This is part of a larger 
community initiative which the City of Peoria 
has committed $127 million towards. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO THE COAST GUARD 
AND MARINE CORPS PILOTS AND 
CREWMEMBERS LOST ON OCTO-
BER 29, 2009 

HON. DANIEL E. LUNGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of California. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to 
the Coast Guard and Marine Corps pilots and 
crewmembers lost off the coast of California 
on October 29, 2009. 

On the evening of October 29, 2009, a 
Coast Guard C–130 based out of Sacramento 
in California’s Third Congressional District was 
suspected to have collided with a Marine 
Corps AH–1W Super Cobra. 

The following crew members of the Coast 
Guard C–130 are missing and presumed to 
have lost their lives in the line of duty: Lt. 
Cmdr. Che J. Barnes of Capay, California; Lt. 
Adam W. Bryant, of Crewe, Virginia; Chief 
Petty Officer John F. Seidman of Stockton, 
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California; Petty Officer 2nd Class Carl P. 
Grigonis of Mayfield Heights, Ohio; Petty Offi-
cer 2nd Class Monica L. Beacham of 
Decaturville, Tennessee; Petty Officer 2nd 
Class Jason S. Moletzsky of Norristown, 
Pennsylvania; and Petty Officer 3rd Class 
Danny R. Kreder II, of Elm Mott, Texas. 

The following crew members of the Marine 
Corps helicopter are missing and presumed to 
have lost their lives in the line of duty: Maj. 
Samuel Leigh of Kennebec, Maine, and 1st Lt. 
Thomas Claiborne of Douglas, Colorado. 

Today we consider House Resolution 891, 
which expresses the gratitude of the House of 
Representatives for the service to our Nation 
that these pilots and crewmembers provided, 
and extends its condolences to their family, 
friends, and loved ones. 

I also thank the men and women of the 
Coast Guard and Marine Corps on behalf of 
my fellow Californians for the untold impact 
that they have had on the security of our 
home. 

f 

ARNO HOTT 

HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Arno Hott, who is stepping down from 
the Hampshire County Commission on Aging 
after 35 years; 25 served as board chairman. 

Arno Hott was born in Kirby, WV, on No-
vember 13, 1924. On his 85th birthday we 
honor him for all the work he has done for 
Hampshire County. His wife, Dorothy, and four 
children should be extremely proud as Arno 
was one of the first board members on the 
Commission on Aging. What started with just 
three employees has grown to employ 110 
people, making it among the top ten employ-
ers in Hampshire County. 

We honor him for his time with the Commis-
sion on Aging, but his service to Hampshire 
County reaches much further. A graduate of 
Shepherd College, Arno taught in Hampshire 
County Schools for 36 years. He is very active 
with the community choir, the county fair, as 
well as the Ruritan Club, where he has been 
a member for 50 years. An instrumental part 
in starting a day care for seniors, Arno’s in-
volvement in the community has benefited so 
many and it is only right he receive acknowl-
edgement in return for all his public service. 

Having received the Distinguished West Vir-
ginian Award from four different Governors as 
well as the Outstanding West Virginian Award, 
it is an honor to recognize Arno Hott. It says 
great things about West Virginia to have peo-
ple like you representing our great State. 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 100TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE EQUAL SUF-
FRAGE LEAGUE AND THE 
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF 
VIRGINIA 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the 100th anniver-
sary of Equal Suffrage League and its suc-
cessor organization, the League of Women 
Voters of Virginia. 

On November 20, 1909, at 4:00 in the after-
noon, a meeting was held in the Richmond 
home of Mrs. Anne Clay Crenshaw. The pur-
pose of this meeting was to lay the ground-
work for an organization that would dedicate 
its efforts to the women’s suffrage movement 
in Virginia. This organization was called the 
Equal Suffrage League (ESL). 

The ESL was not the first organization 
formed in Virginia with the goal of granting 
voting rights to women; at least two and per-
haps three other organizations had been 
formed in prior years between 1870 and 1900. 
But where the prior organizations faded, the 
Equal Suffrage League was able to maintain 
its passion and direction and continue the bat-
tle for women’s suffrage. 

The Nineteenth Amendment granting 
women the right to vote was ratified in August, 
1920. Mrs. Anne Clay Crenshaw, at whose 
home the first ESL was held, wasted no time 
and registered to vote just days later on Sep-
tember 9, 1920. 

On November 20, 1920, exactly 11 years 
after its founding, the Equal Suffrage League 
officially changed its name to the League of 
Women Voters of Virginia. Since that time, the 
League of Women Voters of Virginia has con-
tinued to expand its involvement and increase 
the involvement and participation of women in 
many areas including candidate and issue in-
formation, voting guides and laws, advocacy 
and public issues. There are now 12 local 
leagues and three Member at Large Units in 
the Commonwealth of Virginia, all of which 
continue the work of involving women and en-
suring that their voices are heard. 

The League of Women Voters of Virginia 
understands and promotes the fact that when 
women are informed, they become engaged; 
when they become engaged, they vote; and 
when women vote, they get results. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating the League of Women 
Voters of Virginia on the occasion of this anni-
versary and also to thank the League of 
Women Voters of Virginia for their tireless 
work on behalf of the citizens of the Common-
wealth of Virginia. 

HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF LOCAL 360 OF THE 
UNITED ASSOCIATION OF 
PLUMBERS AND GASFITTERS 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

Mr. COSTELLO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring the 100th anniversary of Local 360 of 
the United Association of Plumbers and 
Gasfitters, headquartered in Collinsville, Illi-
nois. 

The Plumbers and Gasfitters Local 360 was 
chartered in 1909 in East St. Louis, Illinois. 
Situated on the Mississippi River, across from 
St. Louis and with a number of rail lines pass-
ing through it, the East St. Louis area early in 
the 20th Century was developing into a major 
industrial center. With commercial and resi-
dential development booming as families 
came to the region in search of work in the 
factories and stockyards, there was a need for 
skilled labor and for unions to represent those 
workers. 

Under the original charter, Local 360 rep-
resented plumbers, steamfitters, gasfitters, 
and steamfitter helpers. The original officer 
was William J. Stewart, who served as sec-
retary for the new local until November 20, 
1909. 

Local 360 has grown through the years and 
now represents 230 members in Madison and 
St. Clair counties. In addition to providing a 
strong voice for its members and providing the 
highest quality of labor, Local 360 also is com-
mitted to giving back to the communities 
where its members live and work. The Local 
provides support for a number of charitable or-
ganizations, such as the Shriners, Salvation 
Army and the Special Olympics. 

In 1994, Local 360 moved its headquarters 
to Collinsville, Illinois. Current leadership is 
provided by William Hayes, business man-
ager/financial secretary-treasurer; Matthew 
Popov, recording secretary; Paul Koehne, 
president; and Thomas Kowalski, vice presi-
dent. Through their continued commitment to 
quality representation for their members and 
community involvement, Local 360 is a posi-
tive example of organized labor in south-
western Illinois. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating the leadership and mem-
bers of Local 360 of the United Association of 
Plumbers and Gasfitters as they celebrate 
their 100th anniversary. 
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